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99-212

October 19, 1999

For Immediate Release:
COMMUNITY INVITED TO JOIN IN ON EIU HOMECOMING FESTIVITIES
CHARLESTON -- The streets of Charleston will once again be crowded with floats,
bands and yes, politicians, when Eastern Illinois University celebrates Homecoming 1999.
The annual parade --featuring more than 100 units -- will begin at 9:30 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 23, at the corner of Seventh Street and Lincoln Avenue, making its way
north on Seventh Street to the Charleston Square, then back south via Sixth Street. Floats
will depict this year's homecoming theme -- '"'A Look Back in Time -- Homecoming '99."
Immediately following the parade, EIU alumni, students, staff and community
members are encouraged to visit Alumni Tent City, located southwest of O'Brien Stadium.
This will be the fifth year for Alumni Tent City, and areas of representation include the
university's colleges and Alumni Association, among others. Admission is free.
At this year's Homecoming football game, scheduled to begin at 1:30 p.m. Saturday,
--more--
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the EIU Panthers will host Tennessee Tech. Tickets for the game may be purchased the
day of the game at O'Brien Stadium. Adult tickets will cost $9; $7 for seniors, EIU faculty
and staff; $5 for high schoolers; $4 for youth; and free for those under four. Eastern
students are admitted free with their Panther I.D.
During the half-time show, Eastern's Alumni Association will honor five distinguished
alumni and one outstanding young alumnus. This year's award recipients are: Sharon
LeDuc '65, Gail Richardson '60, '63, and Stephen Wilson '68, '74, Distinguished Alumnus
Award recipients; Greg Gardner '78, '80 and Kenneth Hesler '51, Alumni Service Award
recipients; and Amelia J. Heape '94, Outstanding Young Alumnus.
The Alumni Office also will host an open house from noon to 4 p.m. Friday, Oct. 22,
at Linder House, 1544 Fourth Street.
Other events occurring earlier during Homecoming week include a pep rally and
bonfire at 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct.

21, at the tennis courts near Lawson and Taylor

residence halls. The Pink Panthers and the cheerteam will perform, and everyone,
including the general public, is welcome to attend.
Dozens of organizations plan to participate in various other activities taking place
this week, including a food sculpturing contest from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday, Oct.
20, and Fun Game Finals from 3 to 5 p.m. Friday, Oct. 22. Both events take place on
Eastern's South Quad.
Community residents wishing to donate canned goods, clothing and toiletries to be
used in Wednesday's food sculpturing contest may drop items off on the South Quad near
the parking lot located just south of Coleman Hall (Fourth Street). Following the contest,
all food items will be given to the Charleston Food Pantry. Other items will be donated to
the Coles County Coalition for Domestic Violence.
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